
The Story of Min



Hello! My name is Min, I am 16 and I am 
from the Hebei province in China. I live 

with my family in the countryside. 



Thanks to the financial support of my 
older sister who works in the city of Donnguan, 

I could finish the two-year grammar school. I 
have received education and now I would love 

to start my own life and learn something, and to 
get to know the world. I plan to leave to my 

sister and find a job in the city. 



What bene!ts or disadvantages would there be for Min if she stayed at home in 
the countryside?  What will her departure for the city bring her?

Thanks to the financial support of my 
older sister who works in the city of Donnguan, 

I could finish the two-year grammar school. I 
have received education and now I would love 

to start my own life and learn something, and to 
get to know the world. I plan to leave to my 

sister and find a job in the city. 



So here I am already. I could not imagine how 
easy it is to get a job in a sportswear factory! In 
the factory premises, there are accommodation 
facilities and shops. I look forward to meeting 

many new people!



In your opinion, what will Min’s work be like?

So here I am already. I could not imagine how 
easy it is to get a job in a sportswear factory! In 
the factory premises, there are accommodation 
facilities and shops. I look forward to meeting 
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I mostly work from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. I work 
overtime, but I earn almost double a regular 

salary. However I am really bored of sawing the 
velcro fasteners! Moreover we are not allowed 

to talk while working. But I think that I will 
stay for at least six months.



How long do you think Min will stay in the factory?
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overtime, but I earn almost double a regular 

salary. However I am really bored of sawing the 
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to talk while working. But I think that I will 
stay for at least six months.



I keep on sawing the velcro fasteners. 
But I would like to leave. It occurred 
to me that I could learn to work on 
a computer. The courses take place 

twice a week and start at 9 p.m.



What possibilities could Min gain from the course?
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I started attending the course. 
Sometimes I have problems paying for it 

because I receive my salary after 
a delay of one or two months. I also 

keep sending money back home. 



I started attending the course. 
Sometimes I have problems paying for it 

because I receive my salary after 
a delay of one or two months. I also 

keep sending money back home. 

What other job could Min try to !nd?



So in the end I stayed for 10 months. 
But what angered me most was when 
they cut our breaks by half and also 

that we now have to sign on a list when 
we go to the toilet.



In your opinion, what plans does Min have?

So in the end I stayed for 10 months. 
But what angered me most was when 
they cut our breaks by half and also 

that we now have to sign on a list when 
we go to the toilet.



I gave notice but my boss did not want 
to allow me to leave. In the meantime, I was 

surprisingly promoted and my task now 
consisted in hiring new employees for the 

factory. My notice was accepted one month 
later and I left the factory.



How do you think the Min’s story will continue?
a) she’ll !nd a better job
b) she’ll !nd the same or a worse job

c) she’ll come back home and get married (her  
      parents !nd her a husband)
d) or ...

I gave notice but my boss did not want 
to allow me to leave. In the meantime, I was 

surprisingly promoted and my task now 
consisted in hiring new employees for the 

factory. My notice was accepted one month 
later and I left the factory.



I decided to continue my career 
elsewhere and differently.



I went for an interview to a nearby 
factory where they were searching for 
administrative workers. Although I did 

not meet all of their requirements, 
I was accepted. 


